
Applying for Reception 
2025-26



Who should apply?
 If your child was born between 1st September 2020 and 31st August 2021,

your child is due to start Reception in September 2025. All children are 
expected to start school in the reception year in September, if they will be 5 
that school year. 

 You must apply even if your child is already attending the school's 
nursery. There is no automatic right of transfer from the nursery class to the 
reception class in the same school, and attending a nursery class does not 
give any priority for admission to reception class at the same school. You must 
therefore make a separate application for a reception place. Please note that 
by applying you are not guaranteed that place will be offered so it is strongly 
advised you apply to six primary school in order of preference. 



How to Apply
Apply ONLINE
www.eadmissions.org.uk 
by midnight 15 January 2025.

Visit www.eadmissions.org.uk  to register or you can use 
the link from the Tower Hamlets website at 
www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/ schooladmissions.
If you have applied for a school place before you should 
have an existing eadmissions account and login details. 
You can reset your password if you have forgotten it. 

http://www.eadmissions.org.uk














When to apply 
 Start Applying now to avoid disappointment. Don’t wait until the last minute. 

 Deadline 15 January 2025. If you apply after this date, you will have to wait until the first round of 
offers have been made before you application is processed.  This means you are less likely to get your 
preferred choice of schools.

National offer day (only if you applied on time)
 Parents will be able to log into their account on eadmissions to view the outcome of their application on 

16 April 2025.

 All parents that applied for a Reception school place before 15 January 2025 will be sent an email with 
the outcome of their application on 16 April 2025. Parents will also be able to view the outcome of their 
application on the evening of 16 April 2025 by visiting the eadmissions portal.

Waiting lists

 If your child is not offered a place at your first preference school or you are offered one of your lower 
preference schools, your child will be added to the waiting list.You will need to reapply in December 
2025 to remain on the waiting list after this time.

http://www.eadmissions.org.uk/


Application timescales and important 
dates

 15th January 2025: Application deadline
 16th April 2025: Parents will be sent a letter and email by the 

School Admissions Service informing you of the outcome of your 
application. If you are offered a place at a school, the school will 
write to you to confirm the arrangements for you to accept the 
place. 

 30th April 2025: Deadline for you to confirm acceptance of a 
place directly with the school you have been offered.

 15th May 2025: Deadline for making an appeal to admissions for 
a preferred school



Support with Applications 
We are holding virtual information sessions for parents with the Transition Support Service on Reception and 
Nursery admissions as it is now time to apply. Please advise parents of the following sessions’ details which 
can also be found on the Tower Hamlets website:

Reception Admissions sessions Date & Time:
Tuesday 26th November
Friday 13th December
Friday 10th January
To book a place: https://GS25.eventbrite.co.uk

Nursery Admissions sessions Date & Time:
Wednesday 11th December
Tuesday 14th January
Tuesday 4th February
To book a place: https://GR25.eventbrite.co.uk

Please advise parents that all information regarding admissions is available on the prospectuses also on the 
website.



                         Useful contacts
The School Admissions Service can offer advice and answer any questions on 020 7364 5006 or 
at school.admissions@ towerhamlets.gov.uk 

Tower Hamlets Transitions Support Team provides information and advice about the admissions 
process to help families manage change and make informed decisions Email: 
transitions@towerhamlets.gov.uk 
Telephone: 020 7364 1533.

Integrated Early Years Service Tel: 020 7364 1553 Email: early.years@towerhamlets.gov.uk

Tower Hamlets Family Information, Advice and Support Service (formally Parents Advice Centre) 
Tel: 020 7364 6489

The Family Information Service (FIS) The FIS provides free, impartial information and advice on 
a comprehensive range of services for children, young people and their families. As well as a 
Brokerage Service to support parents/carers in finding suitable childcare. Tel: 020 7364 6495 
Email: fis@towerhamlets.gov.uk

mailto:fis@towerhamlets.gov.uk
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